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The references listed in the attached PTO Form 1449 copies of which are enclosed, may 
be material to the examination of the above-identified patent application. These references were 
cited in a corresponding Japanese application. A copy of the Japanese Office Action which was 
mailed from the Japanese Patent Office on December 2, 2003, is enclosed herewith as well. 
These references are submitted in compliance with the applicant's duty of disclosure pursuant to 
37 CFR §§1.56 and 1.97. Accordingly, the Examiner is requested to make these citations official 
record in this application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a representation that 
additional information (material to the examination of this application) does not exist or that the 
enclosed reference(s) constitute prior art. 



Statement under 37 CFR § 1.97(e) 



The undersigned hereby states that the references enclosed herewith were cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. (37 CFR 1.97(e)(1)) 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that no fee is due in conjunction with the filing 
of this IDS. However, should the Commissioner determine that additional fees are required for 



filing the present Information Disclosure Statement, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge any such fees to our deposit account number 500388 (Order No. MES1P047). 

Respectfully submitted, 

BEYER WEAVER & THOMAS, LLP 
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Haruo Yawata 
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P.O. Box 778 
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BEFORE THE OFFICE OF ENROLLMENT AND DISCIPLINE 
UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



LIMITED RECOGNITION UNDER 37 CFR § 10.9(b) 

Mr. Haruo Yawata is hereby given limited recognition under 37 CFR § 10.9(b) as an employee of 
Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP to prepare and prosecute patent applications wherein the patent 
applicant is the client of Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP, and the attorney or agent of record in the 
applications is a registered practitioner who is a member of Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP. This 
limited recognition shall expire on the date appearing below, or when whichever of the following 
events first occurs prior to the date appearing below: (i) Mr. Haruo Yawata ceases to lawfully reside 
in the United States, (ii) Mr. Haruo Yawata's employment with Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP 
ceases or is terminated, or (iii) Mr. Haruo Yawata ceases to remain or reside in the United States on 
an H-l visa. 

This document constitutes proof of such recognition. The original of this document is on file in the 
Office of Enrollment and Discipline of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 



Expires: August 28, 2004 




Harry I. Moatz 
Director of Enrollment and Discipline 
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